
 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Curriculum Intent - Summary 

At Parsonage Farm Primary School, our Literacy is under–pinned by the National Curriculum. 

Through carefully adaptive and inclusive teaching, we ensure that all children have the 

ability to reach their highest potential. We recognise that Literacy is fundamental to 

accessing a wider curriculum and our children’s future successes. By combining Oracy, 

drama, texts that are more challenging as well as the children’s own interests, we challenge 

ourselves to create enriched and more meaningful experiences, which support our children 

to become confident and independent writers and readers.  

 

Literacy Curriculum Intent - Specific 

Speaking and Listening 

Underpinning the success of these skills is language, which has been identified as a high-

area of need throughout the school.  To support developing this skill, children are assessed 

using Speech and Language Link, NELI and Talk Boost; we have a dedicated SLT co-ordinator, 

who works closely with the SENDCOs to ensure provisions are put into place and 

adaptations are made.  In addition, we are transitioning to become an Oracy focused school 

so our children understand the importance of exploratory talk and how dialogic talk is 

essential for critical thinking and learning and that they become articulate speakers.  We 

recognise the importance of language to comprehend what has been read and to become 

confident reader; to become a successful writer, who can write coherently and for a range 

of purposes and to be able to support social and emotional needs.   

Reading - Decoding 

As soon as children join us at Parsonage Farm, their phonics journey begins. We follow a 

phonics scheme called Read Write Inc., which we’ve taught at Parsonage Farm for over 17-

years. As a result, it is embedded throughout the school and is evident in every class.  We 

recognise that not all children progress at reading at the same pace, therefore the teaching 

is adapted and children are able to learn GPCs and the skills of decoding and blending in 

accordance with their needs.  This enables all children to improve their knowledge and skills 

so they can learn to recognise sounds, decode, spell and begin to comprehend as well as 

apply a wider vocabulary. Children have high quality texts that support and link to their 

phonetically coded books. We support parents in helping their child reach their best 



potential by hosting regular workshops, Phonics screening check meetings and many other 

opportunities, so parents can fully support their child’s reading development. We send 

home termly phonics QR codes to empower parents to share and review current phonic 

knowledge and skills. Additional interventions are in place to ensure an inclusive and 

supportive learning environment. Once children have finished RWI, phonic sessions 

continue in all year groups to ensure children remain able spellers and readers using the 

statutory sounds from Appendix 1 (National Curriculum). 

Reading - Comprehension 

At Parsonage Farm Primary School, we promote a strong culture of reading through rich and 

varied opportunities across the school. Our whole school library, alongside classroom 

libraries in every room, ensures that all children have regular access to high-quality texts, 

which children are able to take home – this enables a balance of books that can be read 

independently and with support. We have strong community links with our local libraries, 

which include author interactions, to broaden children’s reading experiences and encourage 

lifelong reading habits. Through daily shared reading sessions, children engage with 

ambitious, high-quality texts that are carefully adapted and scaffolded to meet the needs of 

all learners, supporting fluency, comprehension and vocabulary development. Our weekly 

Friday afternoon reading sessions prioritise reading for pleasure, giving children time to 

immerse themselves in books of their choice. We also enrich our reading culture through 

author visits and workshops, inspiring children as readers and writers. 

Drama  

At Parsonage Farm Primary School, we intentionally embed drama and Oracy across the 

curriculum to improve children’s vocabulary, confidence, communication skills and mental 

well-being. Through structured conversations, role-play and performance, children can 

rehearse language, explore characters and develop ideas. By providing children with varied 

opportunities to speak, listen and perform, we aim to deepen their understanding while 

strengthening reading and writing outcomes. 

Writing 

In addition to our aforementioned phonics, we also use RWI’s spelling programme to 

support the confidence to spell unknown and less familiar words; we use RWI handwriting 

for KS1 to learn letter families and continue to embed with Nelsons as children develop their 

own style.  We explicitly and implicitly teach the statutory requirements, from the National 

Curriculum, of grammar and punctuation to support composition.  The development of 

Oracy and Fluency skills feeds into developing the ability to write accurately and coherently 

and the understanding for writing for a range of purposes and audiences and being able to 

follow the writing cycle. 

 

 

 


